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Whats Happening ?
Whats happening to the greatest agricultural machine the world has known, you may ask.  During the past several years university agricultural research and development (R&D) funding has faded, leaving many research and development facilities to scramble for ways to keep research viable.

Several years of under or no investment funding for agricultural research and development by many of the worlds developing countries has resulted in inactive growth for animal and crop production.  The development or improvement for new and existing crop and animal growth requires many years of  research and development.

All the while the worlds population continues to increase.  The most recent population estimates are for nine billion people by year 2050.  Have many countries lost or loosing their ability to raise food, fiber and shelter for themselves  and are depending on other countries for life’s necessities?

Just a bit of history:  Through the Morrill  act of 1862 funding to states for establishment of land-grant colleges to teach agriculture and mechanical arts occured.  Tennessee’s  land-grant college is the University of  Tennessee;   The Hatch act of 1887 established experiment stations within each state, these are presently known as agriculture research and education centers;  The Smith-Lever act of 1914 established the cooperative agricultural extension service with responsibilities to carry research information from experiment stations to farmers/ranchers and encourage its adoption.  These three acts were the establishment of the University of Tennessee college of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (UT CASNR) and its three branches teaching, research and extension.  These three branches working together developed a highly effective Tennessee agriculture business.  The same holds true for other states land-grant college system all across the United States.

Should the United States through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and various states continue to under fund or reduce funding for Agricultural research and development, occuring results are losses or reduced activities from these research and educational centers. A few reported examples of occurances: states selling valuable research facilities (farms); closing various areas of studies; lay-offs of research personnel; discontinuing animal and crop research; leasing or renting experiment station farms in whole or part to private individuals along with other actions to deal with reduced budgets.

The United States land-grant system has been at the forefront of modern agricultural research and development, thus making United States Agriculture the envy of other countries. Due to budget reductions occuring from USDA and many state governments, Are we in danger of losing the system that has made US Agriculture what it is today? Currently one US farmer/rancher provides food, fiber and shelter for 155 individual consumers both here at home and around the world.

Invetment in Agriculture research and development in an important investment for everyone’s future. It is estimated that for each dollar invested in Agriculture research and development returns twenty dollars to the general economy. Today’s Agricultural business is one of Americia’s largest employers; two million farmers/ranchers and nineteen million in allied businesses such as processing, packaging, transportation and distribution of food, fiber and shelter to American family consumers. These allied businesses generates an estimated 1.8 billion in trade surplus to the Americian economy. Tennessee’s Agriculture is the states number one business generating an annual economic activity of some 71 billion dollars.

It is somewhat difficult for family consumers to realize or relate to why there should be investment in Agricultural research and development is the number of farmers/ ranchers continue to shrink. However, as the number of farmers/ranchers that we provide them with technology to provide food, fiber and shelter for us to enjoy the life style that we have become accustomed too.

Could the mighty efficient US Agricultural business become sluggish to the point of going frome highly developed country seeking reduced regulations and funding for food raising through research and development? Several land grant educational centers, formally known as experiment stations, operate on a grant only budget from various agricultural companies and organizations. Some individuals indicate that its the agricultural companies position to do the research. However, these Agricultural companies may conduct research that is beneficial to their products rather than the unbiased recommendations from land grant educational centers.

The forecast for the world population to be nine billion by 2050, the US farmers/ranchers will require all the assistance available through research and development to provide food, fiber and shelter for American family consumers and others around the world.

