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Earth Day
Earth Day id April, the 44th annual observances, a day when America focuses on our environment. 

Remember the song “I was country before Country was Cool”, yes today’s farmers/ranchers are the original environmentalist or conservationist. Today these F/R are less than 2% of American’s who raise food and fiber for 98% of American family consumers.
So as Earth Day approaches, these items (food for thought) serve as reminders for family consumers that F/R best management practices, on a daily basis, conserve natural resources and protect our environment. Farmers/Ranchers are committed to protect our environment as it’s not only their livelihood but their legacy for future generations. 

1. Nearly 95% of U.S. cattle farms and ranches are family owned and operated, with 2/3 being owned 2 or more generations. 

2. Beef cattle graze some 587 million acres of permanent grassland, pasture or rangelands. 85% of these lands are unsuited for raising crops and other food products. Grazing these lands doubles the area that can be utilized to raise food. 

3. Today’s cattle farms and ranches are more environmental sustainable than just 30 years ago. They raise 13% more beef from 30% fewer cattle. Compared to 1977 each pound of beef raised today required 33% less land; 15% less water; 11% less fossil fuel; 17% less feedstuffs thus reducing the carbon footprint per pound of beef by 18%.
4. Farmers and ranchers fund voluntary beef quality assurance programs that influence cattle handling and management throughout all segments of the beef business: cow/calf, stocker grazing, feed lots, transportation and harvest. 

5. Cattlemen have personally invested some 30 million dollars since 1993 in beef safety efforts. The entire beef business invests $550 million annually in beef safety. Through these continues efforts, food borne illnesses (E. Coli Cases) have been significantly reduced. 

6. National Cattlemen’s Beef Association recognizes Environmental Stewardship conducted by F/R to combine natural resources conservation efforts and sound business practices. F/R is continually adopting new environmental practices through all segments of the beef business. Also, the total beef business encourages responsible stewardship management of the environment as a whole:  soil, water, wildlife, plant and animal eco systems.
7. Utilization of best management practices to raise more food and fiber while conserving and using fewer natural resources. 

8. Holding water on farms/ranches to replenish ponds and other water aquifers, thus reducing water runoff. 

9. Fencing streams and wetlands to reduce and prevent erosion by establishing buffer zones. 

10. Establishment of grass waterways on highly erodible soils.

11. Maintain proper soil nutrients through soil nutrient management plans, and soil sampling for crop fertilization.

12. Utilization of rotational grazing to reduce overgrazing, improve distribution of natural fertilization, maintenance of grass cover crops and wildlife habitat.

13. Utilization of conservation tillage practices to conserve soil, water and nutrients. Also, establish windbreaks to protect soil, livestock and wildlife. 

While many Americans observe April 22nd as Earth Day, many are unaware that Earth Day is a 365 day occurrence for farmers and ranchers as they raise food and fiber for American family consumers. They have a commitment to sustaining and protecting our environment.
Earth Day involves everyday raising food from the farm fields to the front door of American family consumer’s dinner table. It’s great to enjoy nature and work at what one enjoys. 
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