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Are You Ready?
Yes, Are ready to rumble and ramble or will it be a gamble? Many beef cattle farmers will shortly begin their spring breeding season for cow/calf herds. But are the “bulls” ready to rumble and ramble across the pastures or will it be a high stakes gamble on the “bulls” readiness?

Why should beef cattle farmers be concerned about the bull, of course he’s ready, he’s a bull ain’t he? Plus farmers have lots of other things on their plate to think about, such as feeding hay, breaking ice, mud tractor axle deep and keeping young calves alive. Buddy its bone chilling cold outside. 

According to the calendar April 1st isn’t too far away, that’s generally the beginning of spring breeding season. The bulls should be in good condition to rumble and ramble, preferably a “body condition score” (BCS) of 6, to allow for producing adequate semen to impregnate those cows on the first breeding. Driving through the country recently several bulls appeared rather “thin”, not in adequate condition for breeding. Example; Lets BCS these bulls, say a 3, now how do we get that bull to a BCS 6?
Generally, it requires a bull or cow to gain 100 pounds to improve on BCS. So our 3 needs to gain 300 pounds. The calendar says February 10 to April 1 is 49 days til spring breeding season begins. Our 3 bull must gain 6 pounds a day to reach a BCS of 6, a rather tall order, don’t you agree?

Our 3 bull will need some rather high energy feed to get this job done or improve his ability to rumble and ramble over the pastures and breed those cows.

What about a Breeding Soundness Examination (BSE)? A BSE preformed by your herd veterinarian can assist to evaluate the bulls condition and potential. The BSE may be comparable to your annual physical preformed by your family doctor.

The condition of these bulls may influence next years (2015) calf crop. The bull may go through all the motions of breeding because he is a bull but does the cow become pregnant? If she fails to become pregnant this delays calving for 2015. Thus it may delay the farmers pay day. Its getting late but still have time to plan ahead.
There are several “bull sales” by farms and breed associations in the near future that will offer bulls in breeding condition. That is one possibility, oh there’s a sale every week at the local livestock market. Ever think that bull may be there for the same reason, he’d given a one way to town for some unknown reason.

Think the breeding seasons over, while doing all the other chores. Are the bulls ready to rumble and ramble but not gamble?
