Mowing and Growing



How are these two activities related : rotational grazing and lawn mowing? Farmers/ranchers who practice rotational grazing have fast growing grass, much like the family lawn. Isn’t it amazing just how fast the lawn grows from week to week.

Let’s define rotational grazing: A large pasture that is sub-divided into several smaller pastures or paddocks which cattle (big zero turn lawn mowers) are permitted to graze and when the grass has been grazed (mowed) to a three or four inch height, the cattle are moved or rotated to the next pasture. Lawn mowing: maintaining the family lawn at a constant height of three to four inches, and removal of any excess growth each week or two. Don’t these two activities seem to be related? Yes, just that one occurs in a farmer/ranchers pasture and the other occurs in the family lawn.

Have you ever missed a week of lawn mowing, maybe fourteen days or more between mowing? Just how much more has the grass grown? Most rotational grazing systems recommend removing cattle when the grass has been grazed to a three or four inch height, much the same as the family lawn. These rotational grazing systems recommend a timely fourteen to twenty- one or twenty- eight day “rest period” between pasture grazing periods. The family lawn generally gets a seven to fourteen day rest period between mowing. Thus, the rest period allows the grass blades to replenish the roots, a store house for food and energy. The strong grass root allows or encourages faster regrowth of grasses either in the pastures or lawns. Think of the grass root as a potato in the pantry. As a sprout begins to grow, the potato (root) begins to shrivel or wrinkle because the sprout is using the stored food supply. These rest periods allows the grass blades to replenish the food supply within the root.

The length of rest period can and will be influenced by moisture , fertility, sunlight and grazing height. This is where grass evaluation or management enters the picture. Its not too difficult to evaluate lawn growth but rotational grazing systems covers larger areas influenced by soil types, moisture, fertility, grass varieties and the number of cattle grazing. Maybe, we just need to improve grass management.

The lush growth of grasses will contain more nutrition for energy and cattle growth. The strength or nutrition of the grass will be influenced by the rest period and those items previously stated to encourage manufacture (photosynthesis) of food stored in the grass root. Rotational grazing boost grass utilization and can extend grazing seasons. Thus reducing the hay feeding periods. Consider when did the lawn mowing season begin and just how long will it last. Are these two activities related?

I think of these often as I mow the family lawn, if only we can get our pastures to grow as fast as the lawn! Plus, its much cheaper to allow those big four legged lawn mowers harvest grass rather than harvest grass as hay and haul it out for feed. Improve grass management.
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Hello world!
Welcome to the wide world of agriculture. These comments are created from a farmers/ranchers point of view. We strive to reconnect with the many family consumers that have lost or temporarily misplaced their agricultural connection to our farms and ranches. Today’s family consumers are continually striving to understand how their food is raised, cared for, prepared and delivered to their dinner table.

Today’s farmers/ranchers are both men and women of faith, diligence and patience. They prepare land (soil) and place seed in the soil with a faith that these seed will grow and raise a bountiful crop. They have the diligence to care for these plants as they grow, mature and reach harvest. Patience is required as these seed grow to plants and mature for harvest.

Today’s farmers/ranchers raise and care for many animals much the in same ways as their crops. They continually strive to improve effective use of converting natures forage crops and resources into healthy, nutritious foods.

By nature or due to nature agriculture is a turbulent business. Farmers/ranchers, raisers of food, have little control over their fate as much of their work is being influenced by many different weather patterns.

Farmers/rancheers analyze and plan according to the latest information available, reduce weather and market risk as much as possible. These farmers/ranchers raise food, fiber and shelter for 155 family consumers today.

“Agriculture, manufacturers, commerce and navigation are the four pillars of our prosperity are the most thriving when left most free to individual enterprise,” said Thomas Jefferson our third president.

“There are good men everwhere, I only wish they had louder voices” to quote Louis L’Amour, a novel writer.
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