Neutering!!?
Castration of young bull (male) calves is an essential management practice on our beef cattle farm. We try to carry out this practice when our bull calves are young, preferably from birth to 4 weeks of age. 

You may ask, what is castration? It is the removal of the primary sex organ (testicles). The bull calf is referred to as a steer following the operation. The procedure is much the same as when you neuter your male dog. 

Why at such a young age? When the bull calves (now steers) are with their mothers (cows) the stress of the operation is greatly reduced. 

Why castrate young bull calves? It is a three prong management decision:

1 We do not wish our young female calves (heifers) bred or impregnated by their brothers

2 The social problems, temperament and rowdy or aggressive behavior by a group of bull calves is greatly reduced

3 The American family consumer prefers a consistent, palatable and flavor-able beef product as produced by steer calves. 
The beef produced by bull calves lacks the flavor, tenderness and marbling as beef produced from steer calves. 

We castrate young bull calves using an elastrator when they are 1-4 weeks old. The elastrator is a bloodless as it does not break the skin.

If the bull calves are 1 to 2 months old we use a knife. If a knife is used we treat the wound area with a fly repellant and antibiotics to prevent infection and assist in healing.

However, not all bull calves are castrated. The calves with superior genetics are kept for breeding and raising improved beef. 

