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Stewardship- A Greener Tomorrow
American farmers/ranchers are every more committed to the protection of our environment. They have introduced and continue to introduce a variety of “Best Management Practices” (BMP) to insure their businesses are in compliance with environmental requirements. These farmers/ranchers have a valued respect for the soil and land, as it’s their future and legacy; following there BMP protects our valuable natural resources.

America’s farmers/ranchers are leaders for conservation efforts, thus proving their business interest and environmental stewardship work hand in hand. The management of natural resources on farms/ranches is nor a choice, its protecting the environment for future generations. Their stewardship is a commitment to preserving our environment, providing a quality food, enhancing food safety, investing in rural communities, embracing innovations and creating a future for the next generations.
Approximately one half of the worlds land area is only suitable for rangeland (pasture), unsuitable for crops because being too steep, rocky, wet or arid. However, this rangeland produces abundant quantities of grasses and forbs that livestock can utilize. Management of these rangelands for grazing livestock is a most suitable for of agriculture. Cattle farmers/ranchers are continually improving these grazing lands using sound environment practices: Soil Nutrient Management; rotational grazing; stocking rates; reducing risk of wildfires and preserving wildlife habitat.
A Few Agricultural Facts:

1. The cattle population required to raise 1 billion pounds of beef in 2007 was reduced 27% compared to 1977, through improved breeding and nutrition. The decrease in cattle population brings a reduction is feed energy by 10%, feedstuffs 17%, land use 27%, water 15% and fossil fuel 11%.

2. If beef practices from 1955 were used today, 165 million more acres of land still could not equal today’s production. 165 million acres is about the size of Texas. 

3. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates the entire U.S. Agricultural sector accounts for only 6.4% of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. The U.S. livestock sector accounts for less than 2.4% of that total. Fossil fuel use contributes to about 79% of all greenhouses gas emissions.
4. Methane and Nitrous Oxide emissions per 1 billion pounds of beef produced in 2007 was 17 and 13 percent less, respectively. Thus, indicating the environmental impact from beef production is improving. Additionally, billions of pounds of greenhouse gasses form the atmosphere are captured by grasses and conservation tillage practices.

5. The U.S. beef business will fulfill 20% of the worlds beef demand with just 7% of the cattle.
6. One American farmer/rancher raises enough food for 155 people, compared to feeding just 26 people a few decades ago.

7. Pound for pound, beef raised in a conventional feeding system generates 40% less greenhouse gas emissions and uses 66% less land than beef rose using organic and grass-fed systems. The reduced growth rate for grass-fed cattle (1.9 vs. 3.5 lbs per day) lengthens the finishing period from 237 days to 438 days. The cattle finished on grass pastures have additional daily maintenance energy requirements and total energy use. 
8. The total energy use is 2.5; methane production 2.8 and land use is 13 times greater for grass-fed than amounts required for a pound of corn-fed beef. 

9. 85% of U.S. grazing lands is unsuitable for food crop production. Grazing cattle on these lands, the American farmers/ranchers can more than double the area that can be used to raise food.
10. Nearly 95% of U.S. cattle farms/ranches are family owned and operated, with 66% of these being under the same family for two to three generations or more.

11. The beef business, as a whole invests $550 million annually to beef safety efforts. Due to these efforts and others there has been a significant reduction in food borne illnesses.

Cattle serve a valuable role in the eco-system by converting plants un-useable by people into a nutritious food. America’s agricultural and cattle business have a strong history of great farm/ranch families working daily to put a safe, wholesome food on our dinner tables.

Everyday is “Earth Day” for America’s farmers and ranchers.
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